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A BRIEF REPORT ON ONION PRODUCTION AND AVAILABILITY IN THE
COUNTRY

The estimated area and production of onion (1st estimate) is around 11.92 lakhs ha and
193.57 lakhs MT, respectively which is little less in comparison with previous year area
and production i.e. 12.04 lakhs ha and 194.02 lakhs MT.

Rabi onion area covered during the current season is around 5.70 lakhs ha area, which
is 12% more compared to last year’s rabi onion area of 5.07 lakhs ha in the major rabi
onion growing states of the country.

The kharif and late kharif onion crop have been harvested in the country. The
harvesting of rabi onion crop started from mid March onwards and presently around
10% crop harvested. Remaining 90% crop in the country will be harvested by end of
May 2015. The damage to the onion bulb crop in Maharashtra due to rains & hailstorm
in Nashik, Ahmednagar, Buldhana, Akola, Beed, Jalna, Aurangabad, Parbhani, Hingoli
and Nagpur district is noted around 20%. Area under rabi onion in Maharashtra state
reported to be more by around 20-22% compared to last year. Rains particularly in
Gujarat, Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh have not much affected the
rabi onion bulb crop. No damage to rabi onion bulb crop noted in Gujarat.

Due to rains, overall rabi onion production in the country may not be less compared to
last year, since rabi crop area estimated 12% more in the current year. Total rabi onion
production in the country expected to be around 115-120 lakh MT compared to last
year’s production of around 116 lakh MT.

Onion storage by the farmers expected to start by mid of April 2015 onwards in
Maharashtra & Gujarat and from mid May onwards in northern states. Storage expected
to be almost similar as last year (around 40-42 lakh MT) if climatic conditions are normal
in coming days. Total around 12-15 lakh MT onions are required per month for
consumption.

Early kharif crop in the southern states may start from August onwards and in
Maharashtra from September onwards if monsoon arrives in time and normal. Fresh
kharif onion from September end onwards and stored stock combined together fulfil the
monthly requirement till November. Therefore onion availability in the country till
October-November expected to be normal if further climatic conditions may be normal.

To increase the kharif onion availability in the country, the onion area expansion during
kharif in the country may be encouraged by the Government.


